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DAYTON EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY FEATURED IN NATIONAL MEDIA 
DAYTON, Ohio - The Dayton Early College Academy, a small, nontraditional public 
high school operated by the University of Dayton and Dayton Public Schools, is featured in a 
tlU'ee-page spread in the March 11 issue of The Chronicle of Higher Education, a weekly national 
newspaper. 
It's the second time DECA has emerged in the national spotlight in less than a month. 
On Feb. 15, it was named one of the five most innovative small-scale high schools in the 
country by WestEd, an education research and service nonprofit organization funded by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
The Chronicle piece features DECA as an example of the early college high school 
movement nationwide. DECA currently enrolls 170 ninth- and 10th-graders from low-income 
families and allows them to earn up to two years of college credit while earning a high school 
diploma. About 80 percent of DECA's students are African-American. Harvard University is 
currently conducting the first major nationwide study of the impact of early-college schools on 
students' attitudes about college by measuring the success of DECA and the Accelerated 
School, an early-college high school in Los Angeles. 
"Drawing mostly black and Hispanic students from public secondary schools, the 
early-college programs are designed to keep students from dropping out and to give them 
more personal attention than they would receive at a traditional high school," wrote Jennifer 
Jacobson, who spent three days at DECA in January. "Academe has been quick to support 
early-college high schools, and some administrators tout the programs as potential pipelines to 
qualified minority applicants who should require few or no remedial courses once they 
completely enter the wider world of four-year institutions. The programs are expected to work 
in a way that is almost counterintuitive: They take students who may be below grade level 
and try to slingshot them ahead with a combination of extra support and challenging work." 
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The approach is needed to boost graduation rates for minority students. According to 
a 2005 study commissioned by the Gates Foundation and conducted by the Manhattan 
Institute, 78 percent of white students in the class of 2002 graduated from high school, 
compared to 56 percent of African-American students and 52 percent of Hispanic students. 
"A lot of kids are simply not being challenged/ Thomas Lasley, dean of the School of 
Education and Allied Professions, told the Chronicle. "It's not that they're not bright. The 
environment is not conducive to making them want to learn." 
DECA, now in its second year of operation, is funded in part by the Knowledge Works 
Foundation in Cincinnati. 
For the University of Dayton, DECA offers an opportunity to make UD's campus more 
diverse and help fulfill the Catholic, Marianist university's social justice mission. 
For DECA students, the school offers a shot at a college education. Few of their 
parents hold college degrees. "Everybody I know, they didn't go (to college)," said LaQuinton 
Archie, who's quoted and photographed in the piece. "I want to be different." 
For the full story, see 
http:/ /chronicle.com/temp/reprint.php?id=qnbeu7gfmbt5wd3r5lyznt30m5vw6nm. This link 
is accessible until April9. 
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